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Honors Senior English
Mrs. Brockmyre

Grading Policy/ Course Overview

Grading Policy

Tests/ projects

40%

Quizzes


20%

Daily Average

30%

Quarterly Exam

10%
Materials Needed: Please invest in a three ring binder/notebook and a student planner.  You will need index cards with lines on them and highlighters of different colors, a flash drive to transport work and all the basic supplies you would usually need. 

Attendance:  It is vital to be in class each day.  Attendance is closely monitored and noted each day. Students should consult the Student Handbook as well as the “English Department Policies and Procedures” handout for expectations.  Since class participation and attendance are critical parts of a student’s success in this class, any time a student misses class due to absence, tardiness, or dismissal, he/she should see me right away to make arrangements to make up time and/ or work.  Students should not schedule appointments during class time.  If a planned absence is going to take place (i.e. college visit, funeral, surgery etc.) please fill out a “Planned Absence Report” with me at least the day before you will be out so you will know what you are missing. 

Daily Average: This includes class participation, notebook, homework, daily editing, Type 1 & 2 writing activities, and attendance.  Assignments are checked and recorded; any assignments missed during an excused absence are expected to be completed for the following class.  Truancy from class results in Unexcused Absence (students must make up missed work, but the grade for the assignment is a zero or Unsatisfactory.)
Make Up/ Extra Help: Aside from times when I am in a faculty meeting, I will be available most days before and after school to work with you.  Please make use of any free “A” block you have to gain extra help as needed.  Senior year is the best time to master the skills of time management.  It will not be easy, but I am here to help facilitate your success at it.  (
Please Note: Students must pass this semester in order to graduate and receive a diploma.  No other class from a college or any other school will take the place of this class.  Summer School is not available to seniors.  Please seek me out for help when needed.  My school email address is brockmyrej@amesburyma.org  and the phone number is 978-388-4800 extension 1090.  Use it if you have any questions about the class that I can help you with.  This class is challenging, yet fun.  I look forward to having a memorable senior year with you.  Thank you.
Course Overview
Quarter “A”: “Expectations vs. Reality”

Literature: This quarter will focus primarily upon connecting seniors with contemporary works of literature that help to probe and show the above theme for the quarter. All main characters in the book/plays below had high expectations for themselves, yet could not live up to them or deal with the reality of change. These two skills are essential to post-high school students and these works of literature will help to reveal how/ how not to deal with them. Students will read Death of a Salesman, Hamlet, Ethan Frome, The Glass Menagerie and The Catcher in the Rye. Other short essays, poems and primary sources will also be used to prepare for life after high school.

Writing: Many styles ranging form expository to analytical to creative writing will be used to help prepare students for post-high school tasks. A large segment of this quarter will focus on the College essay/ scholarship essay as well as creating a business portfolio (resume and cover letter). Within the writing, basic grammatical skills will be reviewed for sharpness in writing (and speaking). SAT writing skills will also be included this quarter.
Speaking: We will spend much of our time in small group discussions and utilize seminars for our discussions about the literature we will cover. All students will be challenged to participate. Literature Circles will be utilized to enhance each student’s ability to speak in front of a small group and a large one.

Quarter “B”: “Know thyself; teach thyself”

Research:  This course will also center around the required Senior Research Project, with an emphasis of making the connection to our world today.  All seniors must complete this project in order to be eligible for a diploma as described in the AHS Student Handbook and the Program of Studies.   The paper’s MINIMUM requirements include:

· Proper use of a minimum of 12 pre-approved sources

· Development of a research question into a final thesis

· Correct MLA format for documenting sources 

· A final 10+ page paper and a 15 minute oral presentation

· Prompt response to all deadlines set for every step of the research process (5 point deduction for every deadline missed) 

Literature: This quarter will be used as a continuation of the previous quarter, along with the titles The last Lecture, Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and The Great Gatsby.
Writing: The majority of the time in this quarter will be spent on writing the research paper and learning the MLA format that colleges use for documenting sources. There will be other assignments, but most will be a reflection on the literature we read.
Speaking: Time will be spent on preparing and practicing for the other component of the Senior Research Project- the oral presentation. This will be a fifteen minute power point presentation to the class on the research topics students choose. Skills, strategies and easy tips to be a successful speaker will be given.

Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any instance. When cheating, plagiarism, copying, or sharing of the same materials is detected, a zero will be entered in the teacher’s gradebook for the assignment, quiz, test, paper, etc.  In addition:

· The instructor will notify his/her department chair/director/Administrator and the

parent/guardian of the student.

· Upon parental request, a conference will be arranged by the instructor and this meeting will include the parent/guardian, student, instructor, and the department chair/director.

· A report of the conference will be made to the Dean of Curriculum and a referral will be placed in the student’s discipline file.

A student violating this policy will be subject to the following consequences:

· Immediate parent notification

· Department chair/director/Administrator notification

· A zero will be assigned for the assignment, quiz, test, paper, final exam, etc.

· Student may receive a suspension from school up to 3 days.

Teachers will clearly define when students may work together on assignments.

